July 27, 2001

To: Members, Committee on Energy and Natura Resources
From: Jeff Bingaman, Charman
Subject: Plansfor Mark-Up of Energy Legidation

The Committee is scheduled to begin its mark-up of energy legidation on Wednesday, August 1, a 9:30
am. inroomSD-366. The purpose of thismemorandum isto describe my plansfor conducting the mark-
up in asfar and expeditious a manner as possible.

| believe that the Committee should mark up asingle, comprehensive bill. 1n 1991, the Committee took
13 days to mark up what ultimately became the Energy Policy Act of 1992. Whilel do not expect that our
mark-up will be of thislength, it will clearly extend over severa days, and will conclude in September. For
some of the more difficult topics that mugt be addressed in order to have a credible find product (e.g.,
eectricity), the availability of the August recessfor discussion and exploration of areas of consensusisan
advantage.

The generd topicsthat | expect will be addressed inthe mark-up, grouped roughly into larger topical areas,
arelisted in Attachment 1. Thislist providesaframework for considerationof dl of the issues that, to my
understanding, are within our jurisdiction and Committee members have expressed interest in. If | have
omitted an issue of importance to you, the omisson isinadvertent.

My planisto focus each day of mark-up onageneral topicd area, or previoudy announced subset thereof.
A Chairman or joint mark-up vehide (depending on the degree of consensus in that area) would be
digtributed severa days in advance that will be open to amendment. To maximize the ability to clear
amendments that would command consensus support, | would encourage al Committee members
interested in offering amendments to distribute them by noon of the day prior to the mark-up. 1 hope for
everyone' s cooperation in kegping amendments on a given day relevant to the topical area under
consderation.

The sequence of consideration of generd topicd areasin the mark-up will be generdly as shown on the
attached sheet. If bipartisan progressismadein aparticular areathat can beratified in the mark-up sooner
rather than later, | may propose to consider that area next, after notification of the Committee.

| plan to generdly oppose amendments that would result in direct spending. Our efforts to arrive at
bipartisan compromise on many difficult issues should not be put at risk asaresult of points of order under



the Budget Act.

Our mark-up will start, as Attachment 1 shows, with a consderation of provisons relaing to research,
development, and training. Thisis an area that does not appear to be full of controversy, and has the
advantage of involving the consideration of topics involving both increasing our supplies of energy aswell
asincreasing energy efficiency. | wishto completeat least this portion of the mark-up prior to the August
recess. If needed, we have noticed a second day of mark-up for August 2.



